248                                  RVad                           [CHAP, vm

now to learn that Feysul would not tolerate any longer among
them crimes reprobated by the genuine believers, and that they
m their turn must conform at least their exterior to the decencies
of orthodoxy, whatever might be the fashion of their hearts
and minds. Missions, headed by Zelators, were organized, and
a crusade against the prevailing scandals of the guilty provinces
was set on foot But in spite of the practical arguments that
accompanied the Word, orthodoxy was destined here to meet
with but a partial triumph. A strong reaction manifested itself,
and in some places, at Bereydah in Kaseem for example, and at
Zekkarah in IJasa, blows were returned with interest, and in
one village of Kaseem at least, to my knowledge, the ardour of
the Zelator was allayed by a sound ducking in a neighbouring
pond. A compromise now took place : dresses wherein silk
should not exceed a third part, or at most a half, of the mate-
rial, were permitted, though with a sigh; and tobacco vendors
or smokers were henceforth to content themselves with observ-
ing decent privacy in the sale or consumption of the forbidden
article, on which condition they might do as they chose, unmo-
lested, save in the public streets or market-place. Compulsory
attendance at prayers was rarely enforced, and the roll-call of
names, customary in the mosques of Nejed, was elsewhere pru-
dently omitted. However, a certain degree of outward confor-
mity had been attained, and with that Feysul and his Star
Chamber were fain to content themselves for the moment, and
hope for better times.

Even in Nejed and in Ri'ad itself the outstretched cord
ended by relaxing a little, nor could the unpopularity of the
new institution remain wholly concealed. Yet it was kept up,
though the cholera, scared no doubt by the tremendous out-
break of orthodox severity, had fled the land; nor was the
theory of the new censorship changed, only its practical exer-
cise assumed a milder form, while the thing itself was carefully
maintained, a bulwark-against future heaven-sent scourges or
earthly fallings-away, and a powerful administrative engine or
rod when required. The slaves were indeed less busy than
before, and the domestic visits of rarer occurrence; chastise-
ment was sometimes preceded by admonition, and the dorsal
vertebras of culprits more seldom broken. But the number of
the Zelators was constantly filled up, whenever death or retire-